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National Biodiesel Board
Post Office Box 104898, 1907 Williams Street, Suite B
Jefferson City, MO 65110-4898

""""""" fax (573)635-7913  toii free (800) 841-5849

Promising Future for Mining Industry

Biodiesel may offer safe, practical applications in underground mining operations. Biodiesel is made from renewable fats
and oils, such as vegetable oils, through a simple refining process. One of the main commodity sources for biodiesel is

soybeans, a major crop produced by almost 400,000 farmers in 29 states.

Biodiesel is safer to use than petroleum diesel. The flash point for biodiesel in its pure form is
more than 300 degrees versus about 125 degrees Fahrenheit for regular #2 diesel. Although fires are not a frequent
occurrence in mines, they can be devastating and diesel equipment is often involved. Biodiesel can help eliminate
that concern.

Biodiesel reduces particulate matter significantly. Particulate matter is suspected to be a carcino-
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engines. Essentially no engine modifications are required, and biodiese
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of diesel. Since engine changes are not necessary, neither are alterations in mining vehicles or spare parts inventories.
Biodiesei is heaithier than petroieum diesei. Exposure to biodiesel exhaust will not pose as great a
risk to workers in confined areas because of reduced exposure to carbon monoxide and carbon particulates, a sus-
pected carcinogen.

@ printed on recycled paper



